Models of disease and the diagnosis of schizophrenia.
DSM-III criteria for schizophrenia represent a significant advance in diagnostic reliability and relevance to course and treatment outcome. However, the underlying, predominantly biomedical model, if exclusively applied, encourages the making of more malignant diagnoses and in particular the over-diagnosing of schizophrenia. This occurs by virtue of an associated declining interest in the content and context of symptoms, a disavowal of "psychology" and a failure of empathy. A psychodynamic viewpoint can help to redress the diagnostic imbalance that the use of the biomedical model can engender.